313

RADEBERGER GRUPPE German Beer Culture

German Beer Culture - a colourful series of images

German beer culture is such a colourful, unbelievably varied and inexhaustible
series of images, emotions, personal ideas and expectations, themes — and
sometimes even clichés — that it almost defies definition. Its many facets and nuances
create very individual views of German beer culture; subjective approaches to this
sophisticated concept influenced by personal experiences and attitudes.

Here are a few examples of what beer stands for, as perceived by the Radeberger
Gruppe:

German Beer Culture: pure emotion...

Scarcely any other product in Germany is viewed as emotionally as German beer: It is the
drink of the man in the street, Germany's national drink. While people in Germany accept price
increases on all other goods, beer is sacred. Everything else can change — but not beer. Beer is
the people’s mood barometer and their anchor. It is consumed with extreme passion. Germany
is the beer nation — and the Germans are justifiably proud of their great beer history and long-
standing beer tradition. No other product is discussed with as much passion and emotion.
German beer represents conviviality; it brings people together and forges links beyond social
boundaries.

German Beer Culture: living regionality...

"Beer needs a homeland" is one of the beer industry's ancient sayings. Beer brands and varieties
evolve from a specific regional mentality; from a region’s individual taste preferences. A regional
beer, therefore, also "tastes" of home, it has a grounding effect. And this is always the case. Yet
the old motto must also be expanded upon in today’s era of globalisation: "beer creates a
homeland". The regional or local brand of beer often forms part of the identity of a town,
community or person. Drinking a regional beer brand identifies you with your homeland, with
your regional roots. This is particularly nice in major cities like Berlin, where “your” beer defines
you and distinguishes you in the metropolis. Beer provides identity. Beer gives a person roots
and expresses a particular attitude to life. It is for this reason that Germans nurture an
especially close, emotional and passionate bond to "their" beers, the ones from their — spiritual
or local — homeland.












